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ABSTRACT

52 college going students of Jalgaon were admieidtBig Five personality inventory by Costa and Vi and
religiosity scale by Janbandhu. The study was desigto measure strength of association between féigtors of
personality and religiosity. It was hypothesizedtthreligiosity is negatively related with extrasien, openness,
agreeableness and conscientiousness; while redhtpibbetween religiosity and neuroticism is positand significant.
Data were treated by mean, standard deviation aodupt moment correlation. Strong positive relagitip was found
between neuroticism and religiosity; extraversion aeligiosity were negatively related. Though atsbng but negative
and significant relationship was found betweergiesity and openness. Agreeableness and consaisngss were poorly

associated with religiosity.
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INTRODUCTION

Before examining association between personality rtigiosity, it is beneficial to take an accowfta few
definitions of personality. Earlier definitions pérsonality were circling around the mere profilofgan individual’s traits
(see Woodworth, 1930, Waren'’s Dictionary, 1934,)eitiport’s (1961) definition was one of the mastlusive; it states;
“Personality is the dynamic within the individualmique adjustments to the environment.” More redsiinitions of
personality state that, “Personality is the commleganization of cognitions, affects, and behavibeg give direction and
pattern to the person’s life (Pervin, 1996). Acdogdto Funder (1977), “Personality refers to anvittlial’s characteristic
patterns of thought, emotion and behavior, togettién the psychological mechanisms — hidden or-ndiehind those

patterns.”

Some important terms, ‘Adjustment to the environtheAffects and Behaviors’, ‘Patterns of Thoughthat are
referred in these definitions, are influenced by tbligious teachings the children receive at hdree.example, children
are taught to think of god as a person who willdiee angry when they do something wrong, and thati\ways punishes
people for their sins, they will have very diffetdreliefs about religion than will children to whagod has been presented
in a different way. (Nelson, 1971..). It tells bst socialization is important in the developmemnpersonality. In a country
like India, where there are several religions aunddneds of different sects, socialization at eadeg is greatly influenced
by religious teachings. So, there is every posgibthat along with the development of behaviordlam@cteristics,
religiosity also develops. It might vary in degréet along with some behavioral characteristickgigesity might go on
increasing. Association between personality andicslity was studied by many researches. (Gupt&9;1®Roschek,
1973).
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Sally & Jeanne (1980) measured personality trdits0O@ undergraduates by 16 PF; and religious ifleation,
religious upbringing etc by self-devised measuiteor§) association was found between personalifystend religious
identification. Wicho& Fleck (1980) compared perabity profiles of 158 Canadian University freshnmagross religious
orientation and religious affiliation. Significadifferences were found across religious affiliation certain personality
variables. Todd & Brown (2003), and Francis &Jack&003) also, found relationship between persgneliaracteristics
and religiosity. In present study, five big factaf personality of 52 college going students areasneed along with
religiosity among them. Both, direction and magaéuof relationship between personality traits asligiosity are

examined.
Aim of Study

Aim of the study was to measure extraversion, rt@ism, openness, agreeableness and conscientssuehéne

subjects, along with religiosity, and measure thengith of association between personality traits r@ligiosity.
Hypothesis

» Extraversion characteristics and religiosity argatevely and significantly related to each other.

» There is a strong negative relationship betweeaesdrieness and religiosity.

» Strength of association between conscientiousmassedigiosity is negative and significant.

e There is a strong positive relationship betweenateism and religiosity.

e Openness to experience is negatively and significaglated to religiosity.
Sample

Total sample of the study consisted of 52 gradaatdents randomly drawn from a coeducational unsin of

Jalgaon. There were 30 boys and 22 girls. Theiragge was 22-24 years.

TOOLS USED FOR DATA COLLECTION

Big Five Factor Inventory

This inventory was constructed and standardize€bsta &Mc Crae. There are 60 items in the inventorgl
each item was provided with five alternatives. kasures five big factors of personality. The awghuave provided

several reliability and validity indices.
Religiosity Scale

This scale was constructed and developed by Jahbaftdconsists of 36 statements related to gdjioe and
supernatural forces. Each statement is providek thitee alternatives. Test — Re-Test reliabilit3s Procedure of Data

Collection

The scales were administered on small groups afests, following the instructions laid down by thethors.

Before administering the scales, appropriate rappas formed.
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RESULTS & DISCUSSIONS

Total sample of 52 subjects was treated as a gaadpfor this group, first means and standard dieviatwere
computed for the scores obtained by them on fifferdint factors of personality and religiosity. ®euroticism, the group
had a mean and SD of 30.23 + 10.16, on extraversienvalues are 34.73 + 7.46; on openness theB@&y + 7.82;
agreeableness has 28.88 * 4.41; conscientious@assgeh35 + 5.70; and on religiosity measure they2.96 * 7.20.

From these values it is clear that the distributbscores in all the six measures is more orresmal.

Table 1: Correlation Coefficients between Religiosy and Five Factors of Personality

N E @) A C
Religiosity | .90** - 93** -.30* .18 -21
Significant at.01 Significant at.01 | Significant
level level at.05 level
N = Neuroticism E= Extraversion O=Openness A= ggidenesy C= Conscientiousness

Correlation coefficient between religiosity and Katicism was found to be very high, positive anghgficant
(r=.90; df= 50; p < 01). As the neuroticism is ieasing, religiosity is also increasing. These tesafle in line with the
assumption of study. When there is predominanceeofoticism, there is less scope for rational timgk Absence of
rational thinking is favorable for religiosity.

Extraversion was negatively related to religiogity-.93; df= 50; p <.01). This correlation coeféint denoted
that, as extraversion increases, religiosity de@eaThe results favor the assumption of the studw negative but
significant relationship was found between opentesxperience and religiosity (r=-.30;df = 50«<p05). However, the
other two relationships failed to support the hixeses. Correlation Coefficients between acceptandereligiosity, and

conscientiousness and religiosity were low and significant.

Thus, the results supported the first three hymstbewnhile the last two hypotheses remained uatedti On the
basis of the results following conclusions werendra

» Religiosity was positively and strongly relatechi&uroticism.

» Relationship between extraversion and religiosis wegative and very strong.

» Openness to experience and religiosity were negjgtand significantly related.

» Agreeableness and Conscientiousness had showrigrafieant relationship with religiosity.
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